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The Tibeto-Burman Languages of Nepal: A General Survey
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UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in danger.



reduplicated

sprachbundian 

khasak-khusak ka

phawk phawk jat 

A Grammar of Yakkha

A Grammar of Wambule: Grammar, Lexicon, Texts, and Cultural Survey of a Kiranti 

Tribe of Eastern Nepal

Reduplication in Tibeto Burman Languages of South Asia

A Descriptive Grammar of Two Magar Dialects of Nepal: Tanahua and Syangja 

Magar, 

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.



bes r Curcuma longa

Reduplication in Tibeto Burman Languages

A Grammar of Kulung, Languages of the Great Himalayan Region

A Grammar of Yakkha

Ethnologue: Languages of the 

World

A Preliminary Note to the Gyarong Color Terms

Languages in Contact: Findings and Problems

 Borrowing as a Word-Finding Process in Cognitive Historical Onomasiology

Some Aspects of Modern Diachronic Onomasiology  

Borrowing as a Word-Finding Process

Change of Meaning and Change of Vocabulary

 Borrowing as a Word-Finding 

Process



Languages in Contact

Linguale Interferenz: 

Theoret., Terminolog. u. Method. Grundfragen zu ihrer Erforschung

 Borrowing as a Word-Finding Process

Languages in Contact , Der Englische Wortschatz: Grundlagen der Anglistik 

und Americianistik  Borrowing as a Word-Finding Process

 Borrowing as a Word-

Finding Process

Languages in Contact,  Borrowing as a Word-Finding Process

Aspects of Modern Diachronic Onomasiology  Borrowing as a Word-

Finding Process

 Borrowing as a Word-Finding Process

Why There Are No ‘Colour Universals



‘molo

palo ‘p lã:

‘gyahm-nya

‘p  :-nya

<-nya>  

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in danger.

A Grammar of Kham



besarwa 

bes r  

omlo:pa

omlo:pa

gugurpa

halala:pa 

gigippa

besarwa 

momoppa

 am-p aji gugur-yo c u -a k at-a.

gurgurpa 

-yo –pa

besarwa –pa 

besarwa 

per se 

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

 Grammar of Kulung



 omlo:pa-k

k > omlo:pa 

omlo:pa-k

lalam l l

gigim

kekem k lo

o om

bubum

nunum nilo

nunum 

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

Grammar of Kulung, 

Outlines of a Theory of the Light Sense, 

Linguistic Significance of the Meanings of Basic Color Terms

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.



mak bh

h t hik 

mda ba 

-ta ba> 

 a-him-min kubh ra co k. k -him-min kuh tla-kuh tla co k.

s re

hi k phi -l ma 

kubhi la

-l ma/ -ya pma

*l ma

h t-l ma

hi k-l ma

-k l ba phi -l ma

-ta ba ‘that which is, he who is’ hikta ba

Concise Limbu Grammar and Dictionary: Concise Limbu Grammar, Nominal 

Paradigms and Verbal Paradigms, Concise Limbu-English Dictionary, English-Limbu Vocabulary

Concise Limbu Grammar and Dictionary A Grammar of 

Limbu

Grammar of Limbu

Concise Limbu Grammar and Dictionary

Concise Limbu Grammar and Dictionary

Grammar of Limbu



s re y y ba

mak-y y ba

-ta ba>

 mikphu la me n la ba, ku-mik ph -da ma.

g  k

nilo 

bu

kher

lal 

Concise Limbu Grammar and Dictionary Grammar 

of Limbu

Grammar of Limbu

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

A Grammar of Sunwar: Descriptive Grammar, Paradigms, Texts and Glossary



jirjir ojela.

   ke bu  bu  c   tam.te.me bu   e

 tam.te.me.

A foreigner in Bhuj

nilo 

g  k

lal halala:pa  

lalam l  l 

lal 

–ka> –ka> 

-li

Grammar of Kulung

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

A Grammar of Dhimal, Languages of the Greater Himalayan Region



da:ka

yauka

i:ka

je:ka

i:ka 

Je:ka

 da:-ka mundha

da:ka kawa Corvus macrorhynchos

da:ka ko sa

i:ka ko sa

i:ka nhõya Macaca mulatta

i:ka nhamui

yauka ko sa



da:ka bera

da:bo na bo na

da:kiculho ka

je:pa

je:pa je ka

i:tatarpa i:lalhaipa

i:ka 

-pa -ka

-co:

-co:

cuk-ma .  -co:

i:ka i:co:co:ka.  

yauka yauyauka.

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

A Grammar of Jero: With a Historical Comparative Study of the Kiranti Languages

Languages of the Greater Himalayan Region



bupcip bubj mo bubu bubu, bu bubjwam

khuc m khuc p 

khuc mo 

khuce, khu khuc(c)yam, 

khuccya mo 

laka ~ lacip laka, lak lakajwam, lakajim

p h  lo

pah  lo wa mjimo 

wa mj kto 

wa wam wa wamjwam, 

wa wamjim wamcam

h riyo 

p l i 

p l i dumcam 

h riyo sisi

laka-laka 

bubuyaya

khuce-khu  khucce-

khu a

laka-laka laka-lak  

blwa ce

blwabjwam

A Grammar of Wambule A Grammar 

of Jero

A Grammar of Jero

A Grammar of Wambule



wa wal

nilo

blwa ce blwabjwam 

phamna

phimna

phuna

makhurna

phalik-phalikna

phi lik-phi li na

phirirya na

besare na (loan from Nepali, as in Kulung)

phuti girik

phutlek-phutlekna 

makhurna 

phuna phamna phimna.

 pa =be phu=ha=hu  makhur=ha caleppa,

 macchi khicalek=nu  cuwa py-a.

khichadi

A Grammar of Yakkha, 



 sumphak  lo a=na  phim=na

phimna 

 massi lo a=na phim=na

massi sumphak 

phimna.

om(na)

kuyum(na) chya chya (na)

 wa=ci -ga-ya=ho =go om keks-a-khy-a.

om 

besare na bes r 

Basic Colour Terms



i - i

kiji

ubo

atha

ukhi

ubo

ubo mi ubo mi

g i-go mi  ubo hok-Ø-du, tara aye

but

 bu-si-ta- a-le kiji thah-Ø-an.

ubo mi-ko cam ica-pali-ye oste-ko huca-k i

 cyocyo ma-pi isiy-e -du.

ubo mi-ko pepelek aye hok-Ø-du.

A Grammar of the Thangmi Language (2 vols): With an Ethnolinguistic Introduction to the Speakers 

and Their Culture Languages of the Greater Himalayan Region



to isya  ubo mi-pali demca ra-to-le

ray-e -an.

‘bore yo-sa-k i ra- a-n’ to ubo

mi-ye a-Ø- a-n.

ubo bajare

ubo bajare

to mi-ye di-gore ucyaca menca-yi  ubo bajare

k iy-Ø-u-no, g -ye yo-le nah-u-n-u .

ubo

kiji

safed

s f 

di uni jhari yuw-Ø-an, to phow-Ø-an,

rain

pho-Ø-ta-le to-ko kiji ma  ubo thah-Ø-an.



kiji kiji

mi kiji mi

to-ko mus g i-go uni  kiji hok-Ø-du.

to kiji semni-ko bore kitya  thah-Ø-an.

ni-ko kucu-pali-ye kiji mi niy-e -to-le a he

aghyoy-e -du.

kiji

kiji

k le

k l

kiji

kiji

di-ka kiji name tha-Ø-du cam ica

name

hok-Ø-thyo.

ubo kiji

na -ko khen a he kiji thah-Ø-an.



nany-e thapu thi-to-le lak kiji thah-Ø-an.

kiji chokchok

kiji chokchok

di uni ho i-ye kiji chokchok-te luma

k i-sa ci-lo -Ø-u-no.

i - i

nem thil-sa berya , hyawasa- a  ubo nasak,

that.time

nhawasa- a  i - i  nasak-e thil-e -du.

gare-ko jire i - i  tha-Ø-du.

marci cya-Ø-ta-le cile i - i  tha-Ø-du.

hot.chilli

i - i



dorok-cara-Ø-ta-le uma-ye nah-Ø-u-du

i - i  ba i-te biy-Ø-an.

  pot

keret

jyi -jyi

keret jyi -jyi

ari alya ari g l

 ari alya

a a pe ey-e -du sum oli m ina-ye, sa a ari alya

month red.yellow

tha-Ø-ta-le min-Ø-du.

or-cyo 

d okrot-c

gya-cyo~c  

phi-cyo~c  d okrot-c  or-cyo 

 ort-cyo suntala  jyap-m  le.

Descriptive Grammar of Two Magar Dialects

>jyapme jyap-m



 gya-c  suntala jyap-m   le.

or-cyo/d okrot-c  gya-cyo~c    phi-cyo~c  

bo-cyo~c cik-cyo~c  nilo 

khailo 

atha ukhi

atha

atha -te caway-e -ta-le, begale dese mi-ye

other village

niy-e -du a-to-le, aye caway-e -du.

ukhi - a , ubo mi-pali kiji icinis-e -du.

atha  sat-wa-du-be, dewa yo-sa mi

god

kyel-Ø-ta-le ni-k i ci-let-i-n.

atha ukhi

atha sa ukhi sa

Grammar of the Thangmi Language



atha -Ø-an a-to-le pri  let-Ø-an,

ukhi  nih-Ø-u-no ‘hara thah-Ø-an?’

a-to-le du - a  biy-Ø-an.

aye tha-Ø-ta-le ukhi -Ø-an, ni ariy-i-n.

wõga-u wõ gar-

mw sa-u mw sar-

tw ya-u tw yar-

h  ga-u h  gar-

phuta-a phutar-

siya-u sier-

h ka-u h kar-

A Grammar of Dolakha Newar UNESCO Atlas of the World’s 

Languages in danger.

Grammar of Dolakha Newar



 le h  ga-u w sti in gu phi-en  li -i 

 ma-ji-uju.

 sim  wõga-en  yer-a.

k rpo

nakpo

m rpo

s rpo

cangku

ng npo

gya muk

 motra nakpo y -ngän the tsongpön c  re’

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

Manual of Standard Tibetan: Language and Civilization: Introduction to 

Standad Tibetan (Spoken and Written) Followed by an Appendix on Classical Literary Tibetan



ny ku nakpo re’ 

ny ku ti nakpo re’ 

ti ny ku nakpo re’ 

–po> cangku 

cangku

ngönpo

ngönpo 

ngönpo

marmuk 

mumen 

sër-

n k 

k rpo

mar ser 

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

Marphatan Thakali, Too Many Stars and Not Enough 

Sky: Language and Ethnicity Among the Thakali of Nepal

Too Many Stars



tar2

mla 2

ur2

ol1

pin2

cu2 miná1-e  sipjá1 ol1 mu1.

 nakju1 tar2 nu4 –si  mu1.

 teptá 3 su 1 mla 2 la1 –si  p’arki1 –si  je4 –ci.

Marphatan Thakali



 a1 kon2 ol1 –pa kon2 –la a3 man4 mu1

 *tar2  nu4 –si  mu1.

á-

–m>

áhyur

ánók

ádúm

fungfing

áfong

UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger.

A Grammar of Lepcha, Languages of the Greater Himalayan Region 



 tíngmú-sang ánók gum.

màrmu

nàkpu

kárpu

ómbu

 ómbu míi

 ómbu yìmba

Ethnologue: Languages of the World.

A Sketch Grammar of Lamjung Yolmo Asia-Pacific Linguistics



 mì  nàkpu=la  pèmpi a  t í=ki  t à  kyò -ti  tér-sin

 sá=la bàlti   kárpu  t éemi  t íi  dù

Theory of the Light Sense, Linguistic Significance 

of the Meanings of Basic Color Terms

Sketch Grammar of Lamjung Yolmo

Gyarong Color Terms



k  pki k  phyi 

k  pram k  nak k - 

k  pram, ke nak  k  phyi 

k  pki 

s z  

  x  

x  

k  wu rne

Ideophones in Japhung (Rgyalrong)

Ideophones

Gyarong Color Terms Linguistic Significance of the Meanings 

of Basic Color Terms

Gyarong Color Terms

Ideophones

Gyarong Colour Terms



k  wu rne

li hi 

li khri

k  wu rne li hi

li hi k  wu rne 

sii po ser po  

a  ku

a  ku 

ljiang khu

la  kar 

la  kar 

lan

Ideophones

Linguistic Significance of the Meanings of Basic Color Terms

Gyarong Color Terms



dkar 

on kya  

sngon po skya

on po

on kya, on po 

ser muk la  

la  ser muk 

ser muk

, 

ser gser muk smug 

dut 

phir dut 

Dictionary of Chepang: A Tibeto-Burman Language of Nepal Pacific Linguistics



gal- gaw- 

gal.ti .ki.ta .k

gal.ta .kwar

cik.cak, tik.tak, hak.ca.d

nor

khen gal-

gal

hno-

gal.koy.r , gal.g n.d .r

pu -

l -

jhik-> l ->  

nalh



tuk.r y

rom .mus

k .mi.ro 

dut 

phir

pham-

bham-

bham.kway .kway

bham.bla

bham.jhe .te

nor .kli . 

du-



dili bili

du.he.re.re

du.ta .kwar

w y

du.syo.pa

kwal.hal.ya

he.ray.l

pli->

pli-> 

pliwi

pli.ma.rit

kwi , wis

pliti.nik

syoy

ji -

pli.jh y , pli.lay

jhuy



mh ( )-

epe -, emhe -

yar.ba.li

klip-

emhe

buh.ray

pli->.  



al -

phut-

al -

brus->

brok-

phut hoyo.bhoyo

phut-

myang.brok

Ladakhi grammar



mdog/ dog

tshon tschon chen

msthon bkra/ tshon khra

tshos tshos ‘tshos cas/ tshos gtang cas

tschos (sogs) dog 

rang

rang

kha

glo kha

mchin kha g.yu kha 

kha dog

Using Colours in Ladakh

An Analysis of Tibetan Colour Terminology

dogor kha 

ro dog

Perceiving, Naming, and Using Colours in Ladakh

Using Colours in Ladakh



mdangs can

mdangs med 

sprin pa

du ba

rdul

khug sna

nyi ma

grib pa

snag ba

mun pa

ring

thung

mtho

dma’

lham

zlum

phya le ba

phya le ba ma yin pa



skya/skya bo ser skya sgno skya

nag/nag po sngo nag ser nag

rkyang/skyang sngon po sngo rkyang 

khra/ khra bo

nag skya 

dkar skya

khra/khra bo 

khra/

khra bo dmar 

khra dkar khra

dkar po ser 

po dmar po sngon po 

 pu-mo-gun-ni  ho-e -  e-yi  rdo -k r-po duk

pu-mo-rom- po-k r-po- r i-mo -gun ...

nag po

Ladakhi Grammar



smug po smug 

po

smug thig smug po

thig smug 

 l l-ki-l   k-b r-rgy l-po-e  rtsiks-kh n  yin-nok.

l l dmar po 

l l 

l l 

l  -khu

cangku a  ku.   ljang ku 

–pa> ljang

<-po> 

ljang ku 

<-  h >

k r-po n k-po

k r-  h  n k-  h  

<-  o>

Using Colours in Ladakh

Gyarong Color Terms

Ladakhi Grammar

Gyarong Color Terms Manual of Standard Tibetan

Using Colours in Ladakh

Ladakhi Grammar



n k-po-  o-

sro lo dmar po Rhodiola himalensis

sro lo ser po Rhodiola imbricata

bong nga nag po Aconitum violaceum

bing nga dkar po Aconitum heterophyllum

smug stag Neofelis nebulosi

thang dkar rgod po Neophron 

percnopterus

khrung khrung ske nag Grus nigricollis

bya khra bo

be lu

rag pa

ngang pa

mgo nag

mgo smug

ser mgo

Using Colours in Ladakh



she lo

khra bo

kham pha

rog po

nag po

sngon po

Using Colours in Ladakh

lcags rdo dmar po

brag ri smug po

mtschal rgod

rgya mtshal/ li khri

dong ros/ btso ma

ba bla

ka rag

skag

Laccifer laca

rams skag Indigofera tinctoria

li khri 

Gyarong Color Terms



sngo lha

mig ser

mdze dmar

ser po sngon po chas cas

rgyu dkar

rgyu nag

ya ma dkar po

ya ma nap po

rtsa dkar po

rtsa dmar po

khu bar dkar po khams dkar po

khu bar dmar po/ khams dmar po

 – indicates a culturally-relevant medical distinction.

 l  -m   s on-po  duk.

s on-po sngon po 

ng npo ng npo 

Using Colours in Ladakh

Ladakhi Grammar

Gyarong Color Terms Manual of Standard Tibetan



kho - i  t   n k-po  yot.

mthing spang mdo spang

sngo si >> sngo sang >>mthing shul >> mthing ‘bru 

spang si >> spang skya >> spang >> spang smug 

‘bru

mthing, ljang mtschal, li, 

skag, ba bla, rams dkar ka rag

bu

dmar skya mi sha

Using Colours in Ladakh

Ladakhi Grammar

Using Colours in Ladakh

Tibetan Thangka Painting: Methods and Materials

Using Colours in Ladakh

Using Colours in Ladakh



mtshal gyi bu mchin kha

glo kha  ljang ser rams se

sring mo ja kha dud kha

ser po

skya 

ngur smrig ‘dzin pa/ nur smrig ‘chang ba  

kur kum

ser po

mig ser po mgo po 

ser sna 



<-po>

Language Endangerment and Linguistic Rights in the Himalayas: A Case Study from Nepal


