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Obituarium

Krystyna Lyczkowska (1933-2018)

“A scribe who does not know Sumerian — what kind of scribe is he?” says a Sumerian
proverb.!

Professor Krystyna Lyczkowska was perfectly aware of a scholar’s obligation to know
the language of any culture he or she wishes to study. Assyriology and more specifically
Akkadian was her specialty.

Her life adventure with the languages and culture of ancient Mesopotamia started
in 1952, when she enrolled as a student in the Chair of Ancient Near Eastern Philology
of the Oriental Institute of the University of Warsaw. Four years later, still pending her
Master’s degree, she was already in a position to teach Akkadian to younger colleagues,
supervised in her work by Professor Rudolf Ranoszek. Climbing the ladders of an academic
career, she worked as an assistant and senior assistant. In 1967 she was awarded a doctoral
degree based on the dissertation “The court protocols of the city of Kanesh”. Her next
dissertation, which earned her in 1978 her habilitation degree, was also framed on texts
left by the inhabitants of this vibrant Old Assyrian trade post. Lyczkowska was named
to a full professorship in May 1990. She worked in the Ancient Near East Department
until the end of 2008 despite retiring in 2003.

A lifetime of professional activity — 52 years — were equally divided between research
and didactics. Not only with her undergraduate and graduate students, but with all and
sundry expressing an interest in Mesopotamia. It was her passion to make ancient
Mesopotamian literature popular among reader, hence her inspiring role in establishing
the Antologia Literatury Mezopotamskiej [Anthology of Mesopotamian Literature]
series.

I B. Alster, Proverbs of Ancient Sumer, vol. 1., Bethesda, Maryland 1997, p. 54.
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From the start Professor Lyczkowska was involved in many different tasks at the
University’s Oriental Institute: for two decades she shaped the content of the Department
Library, supervised the students’ scientific clubs and the dormitory student groups. She
headed the Department and in 1981, memorable for the political events transforming
Polish reality, she undertook the position of Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Modern Language
Studies. It will be remembered that studies in 1981 were disrupted first by the student
strike and then by the imposition of martial law. During the strike, Professor Lyczkowska
warned students against staying on the ground floor of the building of the Institute — she
had fresh in her memory still the dramatic events of March 1968. Under martial law,
for the few he knew, her Vice-Dean’s Office was turned into a classroom; we would go
there at her explicit request to continue learning. She was a demanding teacher, but those
of us who persevered in our studies understood over time that she expected from us as
much as she demanded of herself. She maintained a kindly interest in the fortunes and
misfortunes of her former students, and was a source of continuous support for those of
us who stayed on to work at the Department.

Professor Lyczkowska sat on a number of University Senate committees on
university development, university youth, and the legal status of higher education. She
was also a member of the Committee of Oriental Studies of the Polish Academy of
Sciences and a permanent member of the Polish Oriental Society. She was honored
repeatedly with the University of Warsaw Rector’s Award and the Award of the Minister
of Higher Education for her research, teaching and organizational involvement. And
yet she was always so unassuming. Her embarrassment could not have been greater
when she was presented with a jubilee volume Here & There across the Ancient
Near East, prepared by colleagues and students. She was deeply moved as those
gathered at the ceremony emphasized her role in educating successive generations of
Assyriologists.

One should end with yet another Sumerian proverb: “The schoolmaster’s pupil (is)
like carnelian whose side has been pierced: he is indeed a scribe.”? This mark shall
remain on her students forever.

2 Ibid, p. 54.
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A complete bibliography of Krystyna Lyczkowska

Books

Gramatyka jezyka akadyjskiego (skrypt dla studentow I i II roku filologii orientalnej) [Akkadian
Grammar (Textbook for Undergraduate Students of Oriental Philology)]. Wydawnictwa Uniwersytetu
Warszawskiego, Warszawa.

Pozycja spoleczna kobiety w okresie staroasyryjskim na podstawie dokumentow z Kane§ w Azji
Mniejszej [The Social Position of Women in Documents from Kane§ in Asia Minor]. Rozprawy
Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego 162, Wydawnictwa Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, Warszawa.

[with K. Szarzynska] Mitologia Mezopotamii [Mesopotamian Mythology]. Mitologie $wiata,
Wydawnictwa Artystyczne i Filmowe, Warszawa.

[with K. Szarzynska] Mumonoeus na Meconomamus [Mesopotamian Mythology]. bparapcku
XynoxHuk, Sofia.

[with K. Szarzynska] Mitologia Mezopotamii [Mesopotamian Mythology]. Mitologie $wiata (2 ed.),
Wydawnictwa Artystyczne i Filmowe, Warszawa.

Babilonskie zaklecia magiczne (wybor, przekiad z akadyjskiego, komentarz) [Babylonian Magic
Incantations (Selection, Translation from Akkadian, Commentary)]. Swiat Orientu, Wydawnictwo
Dialog, Warszawa.

[with K. Szarzynska, E. Lipinski, M. Popko] Mifos¢ i seks w kulturach Wschodu Starozytnego [Love
and Sex in Ancient Near Eastern Cultures]. Wydawnictwo Agade, Warszawa.

Babilonska literatura mqdrosci (wybor, przektad z akadyjskiego, komentarz) [Babylonian Wisdom
Literature (Selection, Translation from Akkadian, Commentary)]. Literatury Orientalne, Wydawnictwo
Dialog, Warszawa.

[with O. Drewnowska-Rymarz, K. Gawlikowska, M. Kapetu$, P. Puchta, M. Stolarczyk] Mity
akadyjskie [ Akkadian Myths]. Antologia literatury mezopotamskiej, Wydawnictwo Agade, Warszawa.
[with P. Puchta, M. Kapetus] Epos o Gilgameszu [The Epos of Gilgamesh]. Antologia literatury
mezopotamskiej, Wydawnictwo Agade, Warszawa.

[with O. Drewnowska-Rymarz, M. Sandowicz, T. Stepniowska] Do boga, pana mego, mow!
Babilonskie i asyryjskie hymny, modlitwy, zaklecia i rytualy. Wybor tekstow [To the God, My Lord,
speak! Babylonian and Assyrian Hymns, Prayers, Incantations and Rituals. Selected Texts]. Antologia
literatury mezopotamskiej, Wydawnictwo Agade, Warszawa.

[with P. Puchta, M. Kapetus] Epos o Gilgameszu [The Epos of Gilgamesh]. Antologia literatury
mezopotamskiej (2 ed.), Wydawnictwo Agade, Warszawa.

[with O. Drewnowska, M. Kapetus, A. Kopydtowska, A. Szymkué¢] Dawno, dawno temu... Bajki
z Mezopotamii i akadyjskie utwory humorystyczne. Wybor tekstow [Long time ago... The Tales of
Mesopotamia and Akkadian Humorous Texts. Selected Texts]. Antologia literatury mezopotamskiej,
Wydawnictwo Agade, Warszawa.

Articles

»Legenda o Sargonie” [Legend of Sargon], Przeglqd Orientalistyczny 2 (34): 189-190.

,Legenda o potopie wedtug eposu o Gilgamesu” [The Legend of the Flood after the Epos of
Gilgamesh], Przeglgd Orientalistyczny 3 (35): 317-324.

»Pieczgcie babilonsko-asyryjskie” [Assyro-Babylonian Seals], Rocznik Muzeum Narodowego
w Warszawie VII: 5-22.

»Zejscie Isztar do Podziemi” [The Descent of Ishtar into the Depths], Przeglgd Orientalistyczny
2 (46): 121-126.
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»Dialog o ludzkim nieszczgéciu” [Dialog about Human Misery], Euhemer — Przeglqd Religioznawczy
2 (39): 46-54.

[with A. Szczudlowska] ,,Literatury starozytne Bliskiego Wschodu” [The Ancient Literatures of Near
East|, Przeglgd Orientalistyczny 3 (51): 216-219.

,»O sumeryjskich i akadyjskich tekstach klinowych w zbiorach polskich” [About Sumerian and
Akkadian Cuneiform Texts in Polish Collections], Przeglgd Orientalistyczny 1 (57): 55-58.

»Dwa teksty akadyjskie” [Two Akkadian Texts], Euhemer — Przeglgd Religioznawczy 3—4 (69-70):
159-162.

,Quelques remerques sur trois documents cappadociens”, Etudes et Travaux TV: 14-19.

,.Brick Inscription from Mr and Mrs Labeda Collection”, Etudes et Travaux V: 26-30.
»Akadyjskie upomnienia dla krola” [Akkadian Admonitions to the King], Euhemer — Przeglgd
Religioznawczy 2 (80): 19-21.

»Etany lot w przestworza” [Etana’s Flight into Space], Euhemer — Przeglgd Religioznawczy 1 (81):
31-34.

»Modlitwa Antiocha I Sotera do boga Nabu” [Prayer of Antioch I Soter to the god Nabu], Euhemer
— Przeglgd Religioznawczy 3 (89): 83-85.

,,On Mesopotamian Cylinder Seal”, Etudes et Travaux VII: 6-7.

,,Babilonska kosmogonia” [Babylonian Cosmogony], Euhemer — Przeglgd Religioznawczy 1 (91):
53-60.

»Stworzenie cztowieka w mitach babilonskich” [The Creation of Man in Babylonian Myths], Euhemer
— Przeglgd Religioznawczy 1 (95): 25-30.

»~Babilonska literatura sapiencjalna” [Babylonian Sapiential Literature], Euhemer — Przeglgd
Religioznawczy 3 (101): 27-35.

[with A. Dembska] ,,Wystawa w Muzeum Narodowym StaroZytne kultury Egiptu i Mezopotamii”
[Exhibition in the National Museum: The Ancient Cultures of Egypt and Mesopotamia), Przeglgd
Orientalistyczny 4 (104): 342-344.

,,Some Data about Subiiltum”, in: B. Hruska, G. Komoroczy (eds.), Festschrift Lubor Matous, Vol. 11,
E6tvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem, Budapest: 131-137.

~Enuma elis - babilonski mit i powstaniu §wiat (cze$¢ pierwsza)” [Enuma elis — The Babylonian
Myth about the Creation of the World (Part One)], Euhemer — Przeglgd Religioznawczy 2 (112):
3-17.

HEnuma elis - babilonski mit i powstaniu $wiat (czg$¢ druga)” [Enuma elis — The Babylonian Myth
about the Creation of the World (Part Two)], Euhemer — Przeglgd Religioznawczy 3 (117): 23-33.
»~An Old Babylonian Cylinder Seal”, [in:] Ksiega dla uczczenia 85 rocznicy urodzin Rudolfa
Ranoszka [Anniversary Volume Dedicated to Rudolf Ranoszek on His Eighty Fifth Birthday]. Rocznik
Orientalistyczny XL1/2: 67-68.

»Babiloniski mit o Atrachasisie” [The Babylonian Myth of Atrachasis], Euhemer — Przeglgd
Religioznawczy 2 (120): 17-30.

,»XO03SCTBEHHAS IESATENFHOCTD skeHIMH oma [lymrykena” [Economic Activities of the Women of
Pasuken’s House], Drevnij Vostok 4 (Erevan): 65-82, 289-291.

,»Neobabilonskie modlitwy fundacyjne” [Neo-Babylonian Foundation Prayers], Euhemer — Przeglgd
Religioznawczy 2 (128): 3-10.

»Babilonski poemat Biedny cztowiek z Nippur” [The Babylonian Tale A Poor Man of Nippur],
Euhemer — Przeglqd Religioznawczy 2 (132): 3-9.

,Kaptanki ugbabtum w okresie starobabilonskim” [The Priestesses ugbabtum in the Old Babylonian
Period], Euhemer — Przeglqd Religioznawczy 2 (140): 3—12.

»Anatolian amtum in the Texts from Kane$”, Rocznik Orientalistyczny XLVIII/2: 23-33.

»Dziecko w prawach babilonskich” [The Child in Babylonian Law], Przeglgd Orientalistyczny 1-2
(165-166): 73-79.
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Familienrechts-Urkunden bei den Anatoliern in Kanes$”, Rocznik Orientalistyczny L1/1: 13-23.
»Some Remarks on Jewellery in the Old Assyrian Texts”, in: J. Braun et alii (eds.), Written on Clay
and Stone. Ancient Near Eastern Studies Presented to Krystyna Szarzynska on the Occasion of Her
80th Birthday. Warsaw: 45-53.

Reviews

J. Klima, Prawa Hammurabiego [Hammurabi’s Laws]. Warszawa 1937, [in:] Przeglqd Orientalistyczny
2 (30): 217-218.

A. Salonen, Vogel und Vogelfang im Alten Mesopotamien. Helsinki 1973, [in:] Przeglgd Orientalistyczny
3 (95): 27-35.

1J. Gelb, B. Kienast, Die altakkadischen Konigsinschriften des dritten Jahrtausends v. Chr. Stuttgart
1990, [in:] Rocznik Orientalistyczny XLVIII/2: 153-155.

C. Michel, P. Garelli, Tablettes paléo-assyriennnes de Kiiltepe. Vol. 1. Kt90/k, Paris 1997, [in:]
Orientalia N.S. 68/2: 167-168.

C. Michel, Correspondance des marchands de Kanis au début du 1I° millénaire avant J.-C. Littératures
anciennes du Proche-Orient 19, Paris 2001, [in:] Orientalia N.S. 72/2: 265-267.
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