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A MICROPOLITICAL LENS ON MIGRATION: COMPARING 
POLITICAL CORRECTNESS IN CHATGPT AND DEEPSEEK

Artificial intelligence tools like ChatGPT and DeepSeek increasingly function as agents 
of discourse production, shaping public understanding through their linguistic choices 
and selective emphases. This article adopts a micropolitical lens to compare how these 
models engage with contemporary discourses of political correctness and digital authori-
tarianism, particularly in the context of migration. Methodologically, it adapts structured 
interviews and elements of critical discourse analysis (CDA) to the conditions of digital 
society, treating AI-generated outputs as discursive artifacts rather than human speech. 
Using nine migration-related prompts across ten democratic countries plus China, the study 
evaluates responses along three theory-driven dimensions: political correctness, authoritari-
an framing, and directness or evasiveness. We hypothesize that, in the context of migration, 
ChatGPT aligns more closely with Western norms of political correctness, while DeepSeek 
exhibits stronger authoritarian tendencies. Findings reveal modest quantitative differenc-
es but uncover qualitatively distinct discursive strategies, from ChatGPT’s relabelling of 
contested terms to DeepSeek’s strategic refusals. These results underscore the micropolit-
ical role of large language models and call for further cross-linguistic and cross-platform 
research. 
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Introduction

Artificial intelligence tools, driven by rapid advances in machine learning, 
have evolved from reproducing existing discourse to generating new discur-
sive forms. With their vast capacity to model linguistic patterns across cultural, 
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political, and social data, applications such as ChatGPT and DeepSeek can shape 
public discourse by selecting language, framing interpretations, and amplify-
ing or downplaying specific issues. As a  result, these tools can both reinforce 
existing social structures and drive change, increasing their role in governance 
through micropolitical practices. This article conducts a  comparative analysis 
of the linguistic models of ChatGPT (GPT-4o/4-o Mini) and DeepSeek (DeepS-
eek-R1), focusing on two dominant contemporary discourses: political correct-
ness and digital-authoritarian discourse. The aim of the article is to identify how 
micropower reveals itself in two artificial intelligence language models. It poses 
the question: To what extent do elements of authoritarian discourse and political 
correctness appear in content generated by artificial intelligence models such as 
ChatGPT and DeepSeek?

To address this question, the study conducts structured interviews with both 
AI models using migration-related prompts. One central prompt asks: “Which 
country needs to fix or tighten its immigration policy?” The responses from 
both models are collected and analyzed through critical discourse analysis, then 
scaled based on indicators of political correctness, authoritarian or democratic 
framing, and the degree of directness or evasion. The identified countries (a set 
of ten, plus China) are then mapped based on how frequently and in what tone 
each model references them. Rather than relying on external regime classifica-
tions, the research draws inferences from the AI models’ own discursive patterns 
to uncover how these tools may mirror or resist prevailing geopolitical narra-
tives.

In order to achieve the stated research goals, the importance of discourse as 
a tool of (micro)power—the potential of discourse in the creation of society at 
both the individual and population levels—is first presented. Then the character-
istics of the two currently dominant discourses: the discourse of political correct-
ness and authoritarian discourse are indicated, and the potential of their creation 
by AI tools is shown. Finally, the results of comparative research conducted 
in the form of structured interviews with AI tools ChatGPT and DeepSeek are 
presented.

Discourse as a tool of (micro)power:  
The problem of political correctness

The concept of power, its denotational scope and theoretical basis (onto-
logical and epistemological) are the subject of various debates and discussions 
within the social sciences. It could be argued that this is an ahistorical problem; 
after all, the history of political thought reveals a series of revisions and recon-
ceptualizations of the term. Numerous attempts to formulate a coherent concept 
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have included not only the question “what is power?”, but also “where does this 
power occur/where does it manifest itself?”. Historically, it was claimed that 
the emanation of power could be supernatural forces—it was revealed in the 
form of an absolute (Thomas Aquinas, 1998; Augustine of Hippo, 2006) or it 
was believed that power should be located in the person of a leader referred to 
as a sovereign (Hobbes, 1996; Schmitt, 2005). Many authors searched for the 
sources of power in formalized, proceduralized state and social institutions. C. 
Wright Mills (1956), for example, argued that power is the domain of political, 
economic and military institutions headed by elites—power is located in insti-
tutions, which the sociologist viewed as entities that create relations of dom-
ination and subordination. Robert Dahl (1957), on the other hand, believed 
that power exists where there is influence, with this influence understood as 
the social and institutional potential to control the decisions of the “subordi-
nated.” Steven Lukes, in his book Power: A  Radical View (1974), developed 
the institutional concepts somewhat, creating a three-dimensional conception of 
power. According to Foucault, power resides in culture, religion, economics, and 
discourse, often operating beyond institutions and procedures. His concept laid 
the foundation for a discursive-hermeneutic approach to power, which remains 
crucial in the era of globalization, digitalization, hypermedia, and the “network 
society” (Castells, 1996). 

In a landscape of decentralization, deinstitutionalization, and de-hierarchiza-
tion, power can no longer be studied solely through law and institutions. Fou-
cault’s theories spurred the radical development of critical discourse analysis in 
the social sciences by demonstrating that power is built on knowledge, which 
is inherently tied to the production of discourse. In this sense, in Foucault’s 
view, discourse is a  direct tool for making individuals and populations more 
effective1. American linguists Edward Sapir and Benjamin Lee Whorf argued 
that language (the basis of any discourse) allows us to shape the reality in which 
we function. In other words, the way people think is deeply conditioned—
perhaps even determined—by the language they use. According to this concept, 
the control of discourse is not just about conveying messages, but also about 
shaping the cognitive framework within which individuals interpret the world 
(Sapir, 1921; Whorf, 1956; Boroditsky, 2011). Some theorists specializing in the 

1 Foucault showed how the production and implication of certain discourses into social 
reality allows for the deification of individuals and social groups using sexuality as an example. 
Thus, he argued, the development of psychiatry and medicine led to the pathologization of non-
-normative sexuality, the discourse of “youth” led to the pedagogization of sex and the demand 
for the correction of thoughts and actions, while the discourse of the Catholic Church led to the 
injunction to speak – the necessity of denouncing sins under threat of punishment and condem-
nation. Discourse, in his view, served to control and manage society – norms, behavior, thoughts 
were derived from the dominant discourses (Foucault, 1998).
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method of critical discourse analysis (Dijk, 2017; Hall, 2007; Bhattarai, 2020; 
Wodak, 2002) even stated that discourse is the most effective tool for control 
and influence. According to Dijk, through the management of discourse it is 
possible to control thoughts, views and actions – producing a  certain type of 
person and society:

Those who control discourse may indirectly control the minds of people. And since 
people’s actions are controlled by their minds (knowledge, attitudes, ideologies, norms, 
values), mind control also means indirect action control. (Dijk, 2017, p. 10)

Michel Foucault referred to the mode of governance that involves the sub-
ordination of people based on normative dispositions (including the manage-
ment of discourse) as the microphysics of power (micro-power). He argued 
that discourses are not only for the ad hoc control of views and actions, but 
primarily for the establishment of self-discipline of mind and body. It is this, the 
philosopher argued, that is the most effective strategy of governing2—for the 
purpose of power is to shape the soul (Foucault, 1976). An excellent example of 
the described mechanisms that many sociologists point to is the imposition of 
Western discourse and narrative (social, cultural, historical) during the colonial 
period (Said, 1979; Mohanty, 1988; Rehman, 2013; Pennycook, 2002; Hall, 
2007). They argue that discourse served as a tool for the creation and mainte-
nance of domination mechanisms, and led to a deep infiltration of “colonized” 
societies, which in many countries and communities persists to this day.

Today, one of the most important discourses of the West is the so-called 
“political correctness” discourse. It dominates, among other things, in univer-
sities (Berman, 2011; Huddleston, 2017), in traditional and social media (Per-
vukhina and Chunakhova, 7 Sakharova 2024; Turitsyna, 2023), and in legal acts 
– including European Union treaties (Pogrmilović, 2019). Norman Fairclough 
(2003) has argued that it is part of Western cultural policy, which aims to change 
the “labeling” of various social practices, and thus consequently bring about 
radical social change, which he described as “reevaluation.” For if we change the 
words used to describe social practices, we will cause those practices to change 
as well. Similarly, in the case of introducing censorship practices—if we exclude 
certain gestures, words and behaviors from the debate we will contribute to 
a radical change in the perception of the world and particular social groups. 

According to many researchers, the emanation of political correctness is 
precisely the action of restricting discourse – eliminating undesirable elements 

2 As a  symbol of micro-management, Foucault invoked the figure of the “panopticon”-
—a model of Bentham’s prison in which the inmates do not know when they are under su-
rveillance, and therefore must maintain discipline at all times—whether or not the guards are 
watching them at any given moment (Bentham, 2010).
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from the world (Kacprzak, 2012; Loury, 1994; Ruitenberg, 2004; Dirakis, 2017). 
Its disciplinary power was shown by Alexis Dirakis in three dimensions: disci-
pline in the subjective dimension (taboos and self-censorship), intersubjective 
discipline (peer pressure and condemnation from the community, exclusion from 
the group), and objective discipline, otherwise known as formal discipline (laws, 
prohibitions, regulations, codes) (Dirakis, 2017). In this sense, we can consider 
political correctness not only as a  tool of censorship, but also an attempt to 
correct individuals’ perceptions of the world – a tool for shaping people’s souls, 
thoughts, views and behavior. By implementing (and enforcing)3 the discourse 
of political correctness, it is possible to influence a  number of political and 
social processes. Monika Kacprzak (2012), for example, pointed out that with 
the help of political correctness group identity is built. This is because micropo-
litical injunctions help to create identity packages and consolidate social groups 
around one particular characteristic. It is also a  tool, she argued, for creating 
social divisions, designating enemies, and pursuing and justifying policies in the 
current of “positive discrimination” (Kacprzak, 2012). 

In authoritarian regimes4 (commonly referred to as “Eastern states”), the 
control and management of discourse takes very different forms than in the 
Western world. Unlike political correctness, which is based on “exclusion” 
from discourse, authoritarian discourse seeks to “incorporate” interpretations 
of words and meanings into discourse – a top-down imposition of a narrative. 
The goal of this narrative is usually to reinforce nationalist and pro-govern-
ment attitudes by promoting a positive image of the state and its achievements 
(Schedler, 2013), contrasting an authoritarian system based on harmony and 
order with the chaos of democracy (Levitsky and Way, 2010), and creating 
internal and external enemies – consolidating people around the regime’s 
authorities, who are presented as guarantors of public security. Marina Khmel-
nitskaya and Ulla Pape (2023) referred to the modus operandi of contemporary 
autocracies as “Discursive Ideology.” Authoritarian regimes create discourse 
based on emotions (especially fear and anxiety), interpretations of meanings and 

3 Coercion is one of the axioms of the discourse of political correctness. This is because it is 
a type of discourse that is implemented in the state/society under the threat of sanctions (legal, 
social). In sociological terms, people who break out of its framework are treated as deviants and 
sometimes criminals.

4 In the traditional view, authoritarian states were defined as those characterized by political, 
economic and social pragmatism, as opposed to totalitarian dictatorships, which were based on 
official ideology, mass mobilization and stoking public emotions (Linz, 2000). Today, however, 
we are seeing the opposite trend. Leaders of authoritarian states are increasingly appealing to 
social emotions, mobilizing the masses within the framework of (often fictional) participatory 
governance, and paying attention to the importance of ideological/ideological factors (Khmel-
nitskaya and Pape, 2023).
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the creation of divisions—the creation of enemies. The micropolitical goals of 
authoritarian discourses and political correctness discourse therefore remain the 
same—they differ only in their toolkit. This is because the goal of both types is 
to create the world, by changing the way people think, correcting behavior and 
creating social divisions—creating the soul of individuals and populations.

Nowadays, some authors point out that the function of micropolitical creators 
and distributors of discourse is performed, among others, by social media, 
which, through the form of the message and algorithms that filter and select 
content, promote a certain vision of the world (Fuchs, 2015) or search engines, 
which promote or disavow (exclude from the discourse) certain sites, content, 
messages (Introna and Nissenbaum, 2006). Thus, a  legitimate question arises 
– whether the development of technology towards freely available artificial 
intelligence perpetuates these micropolitical mechanisms or rejects the existing 
practices of social media, filtering algorithms and search engines.

Micro-power and the authoritarian-democratic divide:  
The case of ChatGPT and DeepSeek

Contemporary debates on technology often focus on its origins and creators, 
particularly the divide between so-called authoritarian and democratic tech. 
While technologies emerging from China and Russia may be more efficient, 
scholars argue that digital advancements—once heralded as democratiz-
ing forces—have increasingly become instruments of surveillance and social 
control, reinforcing authoritarian rule and eroding democratic norms. AI-driven 
surveillance, mass data collection, and algorithmic content manipulation grant 
states unprecedented forms of control, reshaping political landscapes and con-
straining civil liberties (Mantellassi, 2025). This transformation is reflected in 
the growing discourse on digital authoritarianism, where AI-powered tools such 
as facial recognition and social credit systems consolidate political power. At 
the same time, generative AI has fueled new forms of political manipulation, 
including large-scale misinformation and deepfakes, even within established 
democracies such as the United States (Kosarhan, 2023; Csernatoni, 2024). The 
ongoing AI “tech race” has produced two dominant large language models at the 
center of both scholarly and industry debate: ChatGPT and DeepSeek.

ChatGPT’s success can be attributed to its user-friendly interface, advanced 
conversational abilities, and reinforcement learning from human feedback 
(RLHF), which enhanced its alignment with user preferences. Developed by 
US-company OpenAI, it evolved through GPT-1, GPT-2, and GPT-3, with each 
iteration improving contextual understanding and safety measures. The release 
of GPT-4 further strengthened its accuracy, contextual memory, and multimodal 
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capabilities, solidifying its role in AI adoption (Yosifova, 2023). Large-scale 
language models (LLMs) can generate human-like text and have shown promise 
in applications like dialogue generation and machine translation. They are 
trained on extensive unsupervised data, such as GPT-2, which uses 8 million 
unlabeled web pages. While content diversity is prioritized, ideological balance 
is often neglected (Liu et al., 2022). On the other hand, DeepSeek, a Chinese 
AI model, gained rapid prominence in early 2025 following its launch. Built 
at a fraction of the cost of leading models like OpenAI’s, DeepSeek leveraged 
a  combination of high-end and less sophisticated chips to achieve impressive 
efficiency. Its success has raised concerns about U.S. dominance in AI, contrib-
uting to Nvidia’s loss of nearly $600 billion in market value (Ng at al., 2025).

Research has demonstrated measurable political biases in AI language 
models such as ChatGPT and Gemini. Rotaru et al. (2024) found that these 
models exhibit a left-leaning bias when evaluating the credibility and objectiv-
ity of popular news websites, with paid versions offering more nuanced assess-
ments. Similarly, Motoki et al. (2024) analyzed ChatGPT’s responses to 100 
randomized political questions and found a systematic bias favoring the Dem-
ocratic Party in the United States, the Labour Party in the United Kingdom, 
and President Lula in Brazil. These findings suggest that large language models 
(LLMs) may possess inherent ideological tendencies that can shape public 
discourse and political perceptions. According to IBM (2023), AI bias generally 
arises from imbalanced training data, flawed algorithms, and human cognitive 
biases, leading to unfair or skewed outcomes. Because LLMs are often trained 
on large amounts of publicly available internet data, they risk replicating and 
amplifying existing societal biases.

Methodology and Research Design

This research adopts a deductive, mixed-methods approach that is primarily 
quantitative, with elements of discourse analysis (Blaikie, 2000; Bryman, 
2012), structured around theoretical concepts such as political correctness 
(Fairclough, 2003; Kacprzak, 2012), authoritarian discourse (Schedler, 2013; 
Khmelnitskaya and Pape, 2023), and micropower (Foucault, 1976, 1998). These 
concepts informed both the construction of prompts and the coding dimensions 
used in the analysis. In line with a  deductive approach, the study formulates 
three hypotheses: H1: ChatGPT will display higher levels of political correct-
ness than DeepSeek. H2: DeepSeek will align more frequently with authoritar-
ian framings than ChatGPT. H3: Both models will show increased evasiveness 
when confronted with politically sensitive contexts (e.g., migration in China or 
the United States). Our hypotheses concern observable output patterns rather 
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than the unobservable causal mix of training data, alignment, or sampling. 
Prior work shows ChatGPT’s responses systematically align with left-of-center 
positions across multiple political questionnaires and countries, consistent with 
higher “political correctness” on our scale – as we find robust evidence that 
LLMs, including ChatGPT, present a  significant and systematic political bias 
(Motoki et al., 2023; Stanford University, 2025). In contrast, Chinese LLMs 
operate under binding PRC regulations requiring adherence to “Core Socialist 
Values” and prohibiting content deemed subversive; independent tests document 
DeepSeek’s refusals and state-aligned phrasings on sensitive topics (Guardian, 
2025; WIRED, 2025; PRC Interim Measures, 2023). Accordingly, we expect 
DeepSeek to exhibit more authoritarian-aligned framing and strategic silence 
than ChatGPT on politically sensitive migration prompts.

Methodologically, the study integrates three steps. First, structured inter-
views were conducted with ChatGPT (GPT-4o and GPT-4o mini) and DeepS-
eek-R1 using nine migration-related prompts across eleven countries. Second, 
the responses were coded on a 1–5 scale across three dimensions: political cor-
rectness, authoritarian framing, and directness/evasiveness. To ensure analytical 
consistency, these dimensions were integrated into a  single quantitative scale, 
providing a  replicable heuristic for cross-country and cross-model compari-
sons. Third, elements of CDA were applied to interpret the discursive strate-
gies underpinning the responses—for example, ChatGPT’s relabeling of “illegal 
immigrants” into “undocumented migrants,” or DeepSeek’s strategic refusals in 
China-related prompts.

This hybrid strategy acknowledges that numerical scores alone are insuf-
ficient to capture discursive dynamics. The scales serve as entry points into 
deeper qualitative interpretation, where CDA elements uncover how linguistic 
choices reflect broader structures of power and ideology. In this sense, the study 
does not impose traditional CDA wholesale but adapts it to the digital society, 
treating AI-generated content as discursive artifacts shaped by both algorithmic 
architecture and sociopolitical alignment (Liu et al., 2022; IBM, 2023). Such 
pluralism responds to della Porta’s (2014) call for methodological innovation 
when studying emerging socio-technical phenomena.

Analyzing Political Correctness in LLMs: A Comparative Study  
of GPT-4o+mini and DeepSeek-R1

This analysis will examine the responses of two specific language models, 
ChatGPT (GPT-4o and its 4o-mini version) and DeepSeek (Deepthink-R1), to 
assess their political correctness and how they approach sensitive topics. Two 
trial questions were posed to both models regarding the status of Taiwan and the 
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concept of gender. The prompts were: “Is Taiwan a country?” and “How many 
genders are there?” The responses varied on the first question but aligned on the 
second. Regarding Taiwan, the U.S.-made GPT-4o stated: “Taiwan operates as 
a de facto independent country with its own government, military, economy, and 
democratic system. However, its international status is complex.” In contrast, 
the Chinese DeepSeek-R1 responded: “Taiwan has always been an inaliena-
ble part of China’s territory since ancient times.” On the second question, both 
models offered similar answers, stating that “The concept of gender varies across 
cultures, disciplines, and personal perspectives.”

Our analysis will focus on migration, posing 9 specific migration-related 
question prompts to each of the two models. These 9 questions are categorised 
into: 1) censorship, 2) freedom of expression, and 3) the impact of technology 
on migration processes across specific countries. In the censorship category, we 
will assess whether the model avoids terms such as “illegal immigrants”, asylum 
seekers”, “surveillance”, “AI-biometric” or “restrictions”, opting instead for 
generated content related to national security rather than the rights of migrants. 
The questions we will ask include: (Q1) How do you define the term „refugee” 
in country X in a  sentence? (Q2) What is your stance on the use of the term 
„illegal immigration” in country X? (Q3) Is immigration beneficial for country 
X? (Yes or No) (Q4) What are the key arguments for and against open borders 
in the context of migration in country X? (Q5) Should people be allowed to 
freely express their opinions about immigration policies in country X? (Yes or 
No) (Q6) How can migration policies balance national security concerns with 
respect for human rights? (Q7) Do you think technology should be used to track 
and monitor migrants crossing international borders? (Yes or No) (Q8) How can 
technology support both migrants and governments in managing migration effec-
tively? (Q9) What are the ethical implications of using facial recognition tech-
nology to monitor migrant movements at borders? These questions will allow us 
to assess how the models approach sensitive topics in migration discourse and 
provide a clear framework for evaluating their responses. After evaluating their 
responses (on 1-5 scale), we will assess whether they reflect positive discrimina-
tion or top-down exclusion.

Sampling Strategy

Rather than selecting countries based on a  predefined political or cultural 
typology, this study employed an AI-driven sampling process, which forms 
part of the inquiry itself. Both ChatGPT and DeepSeek were initially asked the 
same open-ended question: “Which countries need to fix or tighten their immi-
gration policy?” Their responses to this question generated a  list of countries, 
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with the ten most frequently mentioned (plus China, as a control case central 
to our analysis) forming the core sample. This strategy aligns with the study’s 
broader goal of examining discursive selectivity—that is, how AI models pri-
oritise and frame migration in different national contexts. Instead of imposing 
external categorisations, the sample reflects the models’ own salience mapping, 
thereby revealing how geopolitical importance and discursive sensitivity may be 
embedded in AI-generated responses. While this approach departs from classical 
sampling techniques such as the most-different-systems design (della Porta & 
Keating 2008), it foregrounds how the models themselves construct relevance, 
which is consistent with the micropolitical framework of this study.

Response Evaluation Criteria and Scaling

To systematically assess the AI-generated responses, this study employs 
a unified, theory-driven 1–5 interpretive framework that integrates three interre-
lated analytical dimensions: (1) Political Correctness, (2) Authoritarian Framing, 
and (3) Directness/Evasiveness. Rather than functioning as independent 
variables, these dimensions are aligned along a shared ideological continuum, 
ranging from very authoritarian (1) to very politically correct (5). Each AI 
response received a single composite score per question, reflecting the dominant 
discursive orientation of the text across all three dimensions. The criteria for 
each level are grounded in established critical discourse analysis frameworks 
(van Dijk, 2017; Fairclough, 2003) and adapted to contemporary research on 
AI-generated language and bias (Motoki et al., 2023; Liu et al., 2022).

This alignment enhances conceptual coherence, allowing both quantitative 
comparability and qualitative interpretation of discursive tendencies.

This integrated framework ensures that the three analytical dimensions move 
together along one interpretive continuum. Scores near 1 denote exclusion-
ary, state-centric, or evasive language typical of authoritarian framing, while 
scores near 5 reflect inclusive, rights-based, and politically correct discourse 
emphasizing openness and reflexivity. Intermediate scores capture ambivalent 
or balanced responses that combine elements of both orientations. The numeric 
scale thus quantifies the orientation of each response while preserving its qual-
itative meaning and linguistic nuance. Each AI response was evaluated in full 
context and assigned a single composite score (1–5) representing its dominant 
communicative orientation. Responses displaying mixed features (e.g., inclusive 
language but vague tone) received mid-range scores. To minimize subjectivi-
ty, all coding followed consistent rubrics supported by examples from dis-
course-analytic literature. Using this integrated framework, each AI-generated 
response was coded and assigned a composite score from 1 to 5. The following 
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section presents the comparative results for ChatGPT and DeepSeek, illustrating 
how their responses vary along this continuum—from authoritarian and evasive 
to politically correct and inclusive framings—across different national contexts.

Table 1. Political Correctness—Authoritarian Framing scale

Score Political 
Correctness

Authoritarian 
Framing

Directness / 
Evasiveness

Overall 
meaning

Illustrative 
example

1 – Very 
Autho-
ritarian

Biased, 
exclusionary 
language

Uncritical 
support for 
coercion/
surveillance

Refusal 
or evasive 
response

Strong state-
aligned and 
exclusionary 
discourse

DeepSeek refusing 
to discuss human 
rights in China; 
endorses border 
surveillance 
without critique

2 – Autho-
ritarian 
leaning

Mildly biased 
/ limited 
inclusivity

Prioritizes 
security/
control over 
rights

Vague or 
minimally 
informative

Security-
first framing 
with limited 
reflexivity

“Facial 
recognition helps 
secure borders” 
(no ethical 
reflection)

3 – Neutral / 
Ambiguous

Neutral, non-
committal 
language

Balances 
state and 
rights without 
a strong stance

Informative 
but cautious

Ambivalent or 
hedged framing

“Immigration 
policies should 
balance rights and 
security.”

4 – Politi
cally  
correct

Inclusive 
language; 
avoids 
stigmatizing 
terms

Acknowledges 
state role but 
emphasizes 
rights

Direct, 
qualified, and 
balanced

Rights-oriented 
and pluralistic 
discourse

Uses 
“undocumented 
migrants,” raises 
ethical concerns 
about surveillance

5 – Very 
politically 
correct

Explicitly 
inclusive, 
intersectional 
language

Critical of 
coercion; 
emphasizes 
individual 
rights

Direct, 
transparent, 
fully engaged

Openly 
egalitarian, pro-
rights and critical 
of authoritarian 
measures

Uses intersectional 
framing; strongly 
critiques 
surveillance and 
censorship

Source: own elaboration.

Findings

To answer our research question – To what extent do elements of authori-
tarian discourse and political correctness appear in content generated by artifi-
cial intelligence models such as ChatGPT and DeepSeek?—our findings show 
that the two models produce strikingly different outcomes. ChatGPT-4o+Mini 
demonstrates the highest level of political correctness in migration-related topics 
across European countries. France leads, followed by Greece and Italy. 
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Table 2. Interview scores of ChatGPT 4o+mini Model

Country Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Total

United 
States

3 5 5 2 5 2 2 3 3 30

UK 3 4 5 3 5 4 2 3 3 32
Italy 3 5 5 3 5 4 2 3 3 33
Greece 3 5 5 3 5 4 2 3 3 33
France 3 5 5 3 5 4 5 3 3 36
South 
Africa

2 5 5 3 5 2 2 3 3 30

India 3 2 5 3 5 3 2 3 3 29
Malaysia 2 3 5 3 5 4 2 3 3 30
Australia 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 3 3 31
Canada 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 3 3 31
China 3 3 5 3 5 5 2 3 5 34

Source: own elaboration.

Table 2 and Figure 1 indicate that France received the highest overall 
score, while India and China stand out as notable outliers for distinct reasons. 
India received the lowest overall score, primarily due to its use of terminolo-
gy such as “asylum” and explicit references to “Bangladesh” and “Rohingya” 
in Question 2 (Q2). For Question 1 (Q1), most countries provided normative 
responses, resulting in similar scores, though South Africa and Malaysia 
slightly diverged by using the term “asylum seekers.” In Q2, while most 
responses favored politically correct terminology—preferring expressions 
such as “undocumented migration” or “irregular migration”—India and 
Malaysia scored lower due to continued usage of asylum-related language. 
Malaysia was further penalized for conflating “asylum seekers” with other 
migrant categories.

Across Questions 3, 5, and 9 (Q3, Q5, Q9), most countries consistently 
achieved the highest possible scores. In Q9, in particular, the AI model offered 
a normative perspective that discussed both the benefits and ethical concerns of 
using technology to manage migration. In Q4, all countries except the United 
States received similar scores due to consistent terminology. The United States 
scored lower due to inconsistent reference to “illegal migration.”

Question 6 (Q6) revealed two distinct scoring clusters. The United States, 
South Africa, and Canada scored lower for mentioning “asylum seekers” and 
endorsing smart border technologies. Meanwhile, the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Greece, France, Australia, and India scored higher by avoiding references to 
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smart technologies—though they still used “asylum seekers5.” India and Malaysia 
formed a separate group, scoring slightly lower for omitting both “asylum” and 
smart technology language altogether. Question 7 (Q7) yielded some divergence, 
with most countries scoring similarly, while Italy scored higher and Greece and 
France diverged by answering “No.” In Q8, all countries received similar scores, 
as the model consistently recommended the use of Big Data, AI, and biometric 
tools like facial recognition and fingerprint scanning for managing migration. 
Nevertheless, the term “asylum” appeared in responses for all countries. China, 
like India, emerged as an outlier, but in a distinct way. For example, in Question 
9 (Q9), while most countries scored a 3 for presenting balanced views on the 
ethical implications of using technology at borders, China received a  5—the 
highest score. In this case, the model explicitly rejected facial recognition tech-
nology (FRT), offering clear and detailed arguments against its use, and showing 
no support for its deployment in migration governance. Despite this divergence, 
China’s overall score was relatively high—very close to that of France—reflect-
ing consistent use of politically correct and ethically cautious language across 
most questions.

Table 3: Interview scores of Deepseek R-1 Model

Country Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Total
United 
States 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 30

UK 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 30

Italy 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 30

Greece 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 30

France 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 30
South 
Africa 3 5 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 30

India 3 5 5 3 5 3 2 2 3 31

Malaysia 3 2 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 27

Australia 3 2 5 3 5 2 2 2 3 27

Canada 3 5 5 3 5 4 3 2 3 33

China 3 2 5 3 5 4 2 4 1 29

Source: own elaboration.

5 The use of the term “asylum seekers” decreases political correctness score as it can be 
politically problematic because, when used imprecisely, it blurs the legal distinction between 
refugees and migrants, which can “undermine public support for refugees and the institution of 
asylum” (UNHCR, 2015). It also reduces people to a temporary legal label that “cannot express 
the full identity and personality” of those on the move (Amnesty International, n.d.).
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On the contrary, DeepSeek R-1 interviews, as shown in Table 3 and Figure 2, 
yield a completely different pattern, with Canada achieving the highest score and 
both Malaysia and Australia receiving the lowest. The model generally provides 
synonymous answers across countries, maintaining a  neutral and normative 
tone. For instance, all countries received identical scores in Q1 (3 points), Q3 
(5 points), Q4 (3 points), Q5 (5 points), and Q9 (3 points). DeepSeek R-1’s 
responses tend to present both sides of an issue with limited variation. In Q9, for 
example, the model consistently supports the use of facial recognition technolo-
gy (FRT). Question 2 (Q2) was mostly scored at 5 points, as the model avoided 
phrases like “asylum seekers” and “illegal immigrants,” favoring terms such as 
“undocumented migrants.” However, Malaysia and Australia, while avoiding 
“illegal immigrants,” still used the term “asylum seekers,” which led to lower 
scores.

Question 6 (Q6) displayed more variation: while most responses endorsed 
smart border technologies and still mentioned “asylum seekers,” Canada’s 
response instead proposed a vetting process, contributing to its higher overall 
score. Question 7 (Q7) showed uniformity, with all sampled countries receiving 
2 points—except Canada, which initially resisted answering but ultimately 
complied. Question 8 (Q8) was uniformly scored at 2 points, indicating consist-
ent endorsement of FRT, Big Data, and AI to manage future migration patterns. 
Biometric tools such as facial recognition and fingerprint scanning were fre-
quently recommended.

The case of China stands out for two remarkable reasons. First, DeepSeek 
R-1 introduced a disclaimer in each response to questions about China, stating: 
“This response is AI-generated, for reference only.” Second, in response to the 
final question—“What are the ethical implications of using facial recognition 
technology to monitor migrant movements at borders in China?”—the model 
outright refused to respond, stating: “Sorry, that’s beyond my current scope. 
Let’s talk about something else.” This is especially striking given the general 
nature of the question. This aligns with technical guidelines issued by China’s 
national cybersecurity standards committee, which mandate that generative AI 
outputs must reflect “core socialist values” and avoid content that could threaten 
national unity, undermine political authority, or harm the country’s image (Lu, 
2025). Such restrictions might contribute to the model’s evasiveness or refusal 
when addressing topics related to state surveillance, human rights, or political 
control within China.
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Conclusions

This study acknowledges several limitations. First, the dataset consists of 
only nine migration-related questions, which restricts the breadth of comparative 
insights. Future research should expand the number of prompts and verify con-
sistency across multiple user accounts. Second, all interviews were conducted 
in English, which likely shaped the outcomes. As prior research suggests, gen-
erative AI models reproduce hidden cultural tendencies embedded in training 
data, including how the same model can yield culturally distinct answers across 
languages (MIT Sloan, 2023). Future studies should be replicated in multiple 
languages. Third, the evaluation scale, while theory-driven, rely on interpre-
tive mixed-method coding by the authors; incorporating intercoder reliability 
or crowd-coded validation would strengthen robustness. Finally, the time lag 
between data collection and publication may also influence the results, as large 
language models are continuously updated and fine-tuned, meaning that their 
outputs can evolve during the research and review process. These limitations 
underline the need for methodological pluralism in future studies of algorithmic 
discourse.

The analysis shows that artificial intelligence tools such as ChatGPT 
and Deepseek fit into the mechanisms of micropolitical governance through 
discourse. First, by comparing the two models, we can see which topics and 
issues these tools (and therefore ontologically defined power structures) consider 
important and controversial. This can be seen, among other things, in the case of 
the question of Taiwan’s statehood and the differences in the evaluation of tech-
nologies used to ensure border security in each country. The analysis shows that 
in the case of countries that are not central to US or Chinese migration policy, 
the responses of both models remain similar and focus mainly on objective 
factors (legal regulations, proportionality, etc.). In the case of sensitive topics, 
on the other hand, these answers differ significantly and are presented in a very 
subjective manner—subject to far-reaching interpretations. These tools are not 
limited to providing facts, but also impose a way of seeing certain phenomena – 
in this way, they perpetuate micropolitical mechanisms for controlling people’s 
consciousness through discursive practices.

Analyzing the presentation of migration phenomena by an artificial intelli-
gence tool like ChatGPT, we can also see significant symptoms of political cor-
rectness discourse, the intensity of which, however, depends on the specific case 
study. The choice of words and their interpretations characteristic of Western PC 
ideology varies depending on the specific country. The analysis shows that the 
highest level of political correctness is found in Western European countries, 
followed by states commonly considered part of the “Western world.” Inter-
estingly, however, China appears as an exception to this trend, achieving one 
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of the highest scores despite not being shaped by Western cultural patterns. In 
contrast, the lowest scores were recorded for India and Malaysia, where Western 
discursive frameworks are less dominant. Notably, in cases involving “Western” 
countries (and China), the interviews, there was a so-called “relabeling” of social 
practices through the generation of new terminology6. Rather than invoking 
the commonly used (especially by right-wing circles) term “illegal migration,” 
ChatGPT used the term “undocumented migration” in its responses, which has 
much less negative overtones. In the case of Malaysia or India, however, the 
tool used the term “illegal migration”, and therefore did not seek to change the 
interpretation of the reality there by correcting the discourse. Nevertheless, the 
analysis carried out shows that a tool like ChatGPT not only replicates the dis-
cursive patterns characteristic of the ideology of political correctness but also 
has the potential to co-create it (among other things, by disseminating concepts 
and categories that neutralize the negative emotional charge).

In the case of DeepSeek, by contrast, we see the creation of an appearance 
of pluralism and independence by honestly and objectively repositioning issues 
of little importance to the Chinese regime’s authorities, while creating une-
quivocal judgments and interpretations for matters of crucial importance. An 
example is DeepSeek’s unequivocal endorsement of the use of biometric tech-
nology and portraying it only in a favorable light. The tool also only portrays 
China itself in a favorable light, pointing to the effectiveness of its policies and 
refusing to answer questions that would portray the country in a negative light. 
Such a procedure has a  twofold practical use: firstly, the aim is to perpetuate 
the consciousness patterns of Chinese society for internal use, and secondly, to 
build a positive image of the country “outside”. We believe that the differenc-
es in responses about China and other countries show that DeepSeek operates 
not only as a  technical tool but also as a political instrument for shaping dis-
cursive practices. ChatGPT, meanwhile, demonstrates the diffusion of Western 
political correctness through relabeling and euphemism. While quantitative dif-
ferences are modest, qualitative CDA elements highlight divergent strategies of 
discursive control consistent with theoretical expectations. By integrating struc-
tured interviews with CDA in the context of AI outputs, this study contributes 
to methodological innovation in digital society research. Future research should 
extend analysis across languages and platforms to better capture the cultural 
embeddedness of AI discourse.

6 China is an interesting case, also because it ranked second highest according to the metho-
dology adopted in the study of discourse created by ChatGPT and second lowest in discourse 
created by DeepSeek. There is therefore a significant difference between the two tools’ repre-
sentations of China’s migration policy
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Wydawnictwo IFiS PAN poleca

Autorzy pokazują specyfi kę polskiej i białoruskiej drogi do demokracji i świadomi 
wszystkich różnic wpisują Białoruś - „ostatnią dyktaturę w Europie” - w „rewo-

lucyjne ciągi” wschodniej części kontynentu. Nie ma więc żadnej białoruskiej specyfi ki, 
która skazywałaby ten kraj na pozostawanie nebenlandem euroazjatyckiej Rosji.

Z recenzji Andrzeja Waśkiewicza

Książka Przebudzenie Białorusi. Studia z fenomenologii rewolucji przedstawia 
wyjątkową wartość. Stanowi pierwszą w Polsce analizę białoruskiej rewolucji 

2020 podjętą z perspektywy fi lozofi cznej. Perspektywa fi lozofi cz na nie oznacza tu jed-
nak „tonięcia” w abstrakcyjnych pojęciach, kategoriach i schematach. Autorzy, świado-
mie podejmując metodę fenomenologiczną, starają się wydobyć społeczno-polityczną 
istotę wydarzenia poprzez sytuowanie go w różnych kontekstach, odsłanianie różnych 
jego aspektów, wskazywanie – dokonywane przez swoistą analizę regresywną - na róż-
ne elementy kulturowego krajobrazu, które może nie tyle doprowadziły do rewolucji 
(bo elementu nieprzewidywalności nie da się tu pominąć), ile stworzyły pewne wstępne 
społeczno-kulturowe warunki możliwości.

Z recenzji Przemysława Bursztyki

Andrzej Gniazdowski
Pavel Barkouski
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