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FUNCTIONING OF THE RURAL AREAS
IN THE STRUCTURE OF GEOGRAPHIC SPACE 
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Table 1
Place of the rural areas in geographic space

Elements of the structure of geographic space

Geographic space
environmen-

tal space
socio-econo-

mic space
cultural
space

settlement
network

X1, ... ,Xn Y1, ... ,Ym Z1, ... ,Zk O1, ... ,O3

Ge
og

ra
ph

ic 
sp

ac
e

en
vir

on
me

nta
l s

pa
ce

Geological location X1

Xxij Xyij Xoij Xoij

Climatic conditions X2
Hydrographic conditions .
Landscape .
Soils .
Flora .
Fauna Xn

so
cio

-e
co

no
mi

c s
pa

ce

Structure of the agriculture Y1

Yxij Yyij Yzij Yoij

Structure of the industry Y2
Service network .
Institutional network .
Communication network .
Demographic conditions .
Capital resources of the population Ym

cu
ltu

ra
l s

pa
ce

Material culture Z1

Zxij Zyij Zzij Zoij

Spiritual culture Z2
Aspirations .
Educational attainment .
Intellectual resources .
Social awareness .
Political awareness .
Cultural awareness Zk

se
ttle

me
nt

ne
tw

or
k Total, therein: O1

Oxij Oyij Ozij OoijUrban network O2
Rural areas O3
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Table 2
Relations between the economic development rules

Economic rules
M1

Micro- Meso- Macro- Mega- Global economy
M2 M3 M4 M5

Micro- M1 m11 m12 m13 m14 m15

Meso- M2 m21 m22 m23 m24 m25

Macro- M3 m31 m32 m33 m34 m35

Mega- M4 m41 m42 m43 m44 m45

Global economy M5 m51 m52 m53 m54 m55
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Table 4
Relations between types of policies

Types of policies
Economic Social International Regional

P1 P2 P3 P4

Economic P1 p11 p12 p13 p14

Social P2 p21 p22 p23 p24

International P3 p31 p32 p33 p34

Regional P4 p41 p42 p43 p44
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Model of functioning of the rural areas

Elements of the model
Rural
areas

Elements of geo-
graphic space

Economic deve-
lopment rules

Spatial scales of 
the rural areas

Types of po-
licies

S G1 . Gm M1 . Mn O1 . Ok P1 . Ph

Rural areas S ss sg sm so sp

Elements of geographic 
space (environmental, 
socio-economic, cultural)

G1

gs
ij gg

ij gm
ij go

ij gp
ij.

Gm

Economic development 
rules (micro-, meso-, 
macro-, mega-, global)

M1

ms
ij mg

ij mm
ij mo

ij mp
ij.

Mn

Spatial scales of the ru-
ral areas (local, regional, 
domestic, global)

O1

os
ij og

ij om
ij oo

ij op
ij.

Ok

Types of policies (econo-
mic, social, international, 
regional)

P1

ps
ij pg

ij pm
ij po

ij pp
ij.

Ph
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